A conversation took place on this subject, and cases illustrating the different and most successful modes of treatment were referred to by various members.
Dr Simpson made some remarks on the indications afforded by the stethoscope for expediting delivery, and specially directed the attention of the Society to the fact, that while danger was usually indicated to the mother during labour, by the increased rapidity of her pulse, the death of the child was most frequently threatened when the foetal pulse became slower and slower. It was known that in cases where, during labour, pressure was exercised upon the cord, the pulsations of the foetal heart became feebler, and were at length suspended by Dr Keiller directed the attention of the society to the treatment of amennorrhea by mammary irritation, and referred to several cases which he thought he had recently cured by this method. Dr K. remarked that our knowledge of the active sympathetic relations existing between the mammary glands in the female and the other more directly sexual organs, first gave rise to the idea that an irritation set up in the former might be advantageously communicated to the latter, and this idea of stimulating the uterine system into increased action, by irritating those parts of the body which, although apparently unconnected, are yet intimately related, has not only been long entertained but often acted upon, with the view not only of stimulating the uterine organs in amennorrheal cases, but of exciting premature labour and checking hemorrhage, by sympathetically inducing the uterus to contract.
The modes of applying this indirect kind of irritation to the uterine organs are either superficial or deep, or both combined (which latter method was that adopted by Dr K.). The superficial stimulation consisted in the application of mammary excitation, embrocations, and especially of sinapisms frequently repeated. The deeper irritation being that derived from the daily use of the common breast-pump, by which we endeavour to increase the action or excite the latent function of the glandular tissue of the mamma. Dr K. had, he believed, witnessed the best effects from this combined mammary treatment in a number of cases which had recently presented themselves for treatment in his ward in the Infirmary. The Euphemia W., set. 20, was admitted into the Royal Infirmary on the 2d June. She had never menstruated. The left ankle joint was discoloured, swollen, and presented a considerable sized ulcer over the internal malleolus, which she stated had first broken out when she was 13 years of age, and had existed to a greater or less extent ever since. The history which she gave of her varied state of health, and the relative condition of the ulcer, was corroborated during her stay in the hospital, and this, along with the result of the case, proved the vicarious character of the ulcer. After remaining five months under treatment, during which time various efforts were made to heal the sore on the ankle, but which always had the effect of aggravating the amennorrheal symptoms, the mammary treatment was tried after the usual manner, when she became unwell for the first time in November; soon after [April which the sore on the foot began to heal, without being accompanied by the usual constitutional symptoms, and she soon afterwards left the hospital in apparently good health, and the ankle perfectly restored. the people needed pleasurable excitement, and if they did not get them innocently, they would rush to those of a sinful tendency. The Jews had one fast in a year, and a great many holidays and feasts; whereas we had two fasts and no feasts at all. As a practical remedy for many existing social evils, he recommended the introduction into all our schools of classes for imparting a popular knowledge of the structure and functions of the body, and concluded by stating it as his opinion that a staff of intelligent medical men would be of essential service in visiting those in health?a system which had been adopted with great success during the cholera. The lecture was much applauded throughout, and a cordial vote of thanks passed to Dr Lee at the close.
